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Degrees:

B.A. Cambridge (1967)
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M.A. Oxford (1971)




Ph.D. Cambridge (1972)
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First Class in Part I of the Geographical Tripos (1966)

Details:
First Class with Distinction (‘Starred First’) in Part II of the Geographical Tripos (1967)




Ph.D. Dissertation title: Calcrete as a Component of Arid and Semi-Arid  




Landscapes (awarded 1972)
Previous 

 

Appointments:




Departmental Demonstrator, School of Geography, University of Oxford (1970-76)
University Lecturer in Geography, Oxford (1976-1984)




Lecturer in Physical Geography, Hertford College, Oxford




(March
1972-January 1976)




Professor of Geography (since 1984)

Acting Lecturer in Geography, St. Catherine’s College, Oxford (1973)




Visiting Professor at Penn State University, USA (1988)




Erskine Fellow, University of Canterbury, New Zealand (1989)




Head of the School of Geography, University of Oxford




(October 1984-December 1994)




Non-Executive Director, Nuclear Electric PLC (1991-1993)




Chairman of Environmental Change Unit Task Force (1989-1994)

                                       President of the University Development Programme (1995-1997)




Pro-Vice Chancellor (1995-1997)

Fellow of Hertford College (since January 1976) and Honorary Fellow (since   October 2003).
                                       Head of the School of Geography & the Environment (January 2002-September 




2003).



Master of St Cross College, Oxford (from October 2003 to August, 2011)

Honorary Fellow of St Cross College (2011- )

Director of the China Centre, Oxford (from January, 2011- September, 2013)

President of the British Institute in Eastern Africa (from November 2011 to November 2016)

Past Membership of University Committees
Advisory Board of the Environmental Change Institute (Chairman) (Until October 2005)

African Environments Programme (Chairman, 2004-6)

Board of Visitors of the Pitt Rivers Museum 

Burdett-Coutts Fund Board of Management

Chevening Rolls Royce Indian Scholars Programme (CRISP) (Chairman)
Committee for review of Law

Committee for review of Modern Chinese Studies

Committee for review of Museum of Science (Chairman)

Committee on Student Health and Welfare (Chairman 2007-9)

Delegate of the University Press (1995-2005)

Donations Acceptance Review Committee

Entitlement Working Party
EPSC Graduate Panel

Faculty Associate of the Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment

Interdisciplinary Area Studies Committee (until 2009)

JRAWG working group

Leverhulme Trust Grant Committee

Museums and Scientific Collections Committee (Chairman) (until 2009)

Oxford University Society Board of Trustees (2003-2010)

Oxford University/Oxford Inspires Liaison Committee (Chairman) (until 2009)

Recognition of Distinctions Committee 2006, 2008

Review of Sport (Chairman)

Standing Committee of the Conference of Colleges (2006-7)

Steering Committee of the Conference of Colleges (2009-11)

Trapnell Fund Board of Management (Chairman)
University Statutes and Regulations (Chairman 2004-9)

College Offices at Hertford
At Hertford I was Editor of the College Magazine, Keeper of the Groves, Steward of Common Room, Member of the Campaign Committee, Member of the Honorary Fellowships Committee, Member of the Treasury and Investment Committees and Author of the College History (two editions). Currently I am a Director of Hertford International Programmes and a member of the Remuneration Committee.
Awards:

Cuthbert Peek Award of the Royal Geographical Society (1975)


Publications Award of the Geographical Society of Chicago (1983)


Founder’s Royal Medal of the Royal Geographical Society (1991)


Mungo Park Medal of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society (1991)


Gold Medal, Charles University, Prague (1998)


Prix de l’Académie Royale de Belgique (2002)


Cecil and Ida Green Chair, Texas Christian University (2003)

Corresponding member Academie Royale des Sciences D’Outre-Mer, Belgium (2006)

Farouk El-Baz Award for Desert Research of the Geological Society of America (2007)

Linton Award of the British Society for Geomorphology (2009)

Honorary Research Fellow, University of Witwatersrand (2009-2012)
Honorary Fellowship of the International Association of Geomorphologists (2013)

Fellow of the British Society for Geomorphology (2014)

Work for Learned Societies, International Bodies etc.:
British Academy – Member of BASIS committee (2004-2010)


British Association - President of Section E (1995)


British Geomorphological Research Group - Executive Secretary (1977-1980), Chairman (1988-1989)


British Institute in Eastern Africa – President, 2011-2016

DfES Action Plan for Geography – Member and Monitor (2005-2010)
Geographical Association - Centenary President (1993), Vice-President (1987-1992), Honorary Vice-President (2005-8). Numerous lectures to GA branches until present. Establishment of Classic Landform series. Lecture:  https://geographyeducationonline.org/event/geomorphical-hazards-in-deserts. 

Institute of British Geographers - Council (1980-1983)


International Association of Geomorphologists - UK Chef de Delegation (1989-1993), Member of Executive Committee (1998 – 2001), Vice-President (2001-2005), President (2005-2009).


International Geosphere - Biosphere Programme - Member LOICZ Project Planning Committee (1989-1992)

IUCN – World heritage site designations coordinator (2005-2009)


Royal Geographical Society - Vice President (1988-1990), Honorary Secretary (1980-1988), Chairman of Research Committee (1981-1992), Founding Chairman of Young Members’ Committee (1976-1978), Member of Education Committee (1993-1995), Member of Fund Raising Advisory Group (2000-2004). Lecture at RGS on Bagnold, 2017: https://vimeo.com/235749471
Royal Society - Member of British National Committee for Geography (1982-1988), joint-author of British national submission to International Geographical Congress, Paris (1983), Member of British National Committee for the International Geological Correlation Programme (1988-1989)

Community duties:


Chairman of Oxford Inspires (2004-2005)

President of the Oxfordshire Branch of the CPRE (2002-2006)



Trustee CPRE Oxfordshire Buildings Preservation Trust


Vice-President of the Oxfordshire branch of the CPRE (2006-2016)


Governor of the Oxford High School for Girls (2013-2016)

Trustee Jurassic Coast Trust (2017-2021)


Friend of the Portland Museum and volunteer gardener (2017- )


Volunteer of St George’s Church, Portland (2019- )

Editorial duties:


Founder and former deputy editor of the Journal of Arid Environments


Review editor of Progress in Physical Geography (until 2009).

Former editor of Global Environmental Change

Editor of the Oxford University Press Research Monograph Series in Geography and the Environment

Joint Editor of the Natural Environment series for Basil Blackwell

I have been Editorial Advisory Board member for Geomorphology, Geographical Magazine, Scottish Geographical Magazine, Géomorphologie, Geografiska Annaler (Series A), Geographica Helvetica, Canadian Geographer, & South African Journal of Geography

Recent major congress presentations:

Plenary address, IAG Regional Conference, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, February 2011.
Plenary address, International Conference on Geomorphology, Melbourne, Australia, July, 2009.

Plenary address, Conference on Land Degradation in Dry Environments, Kuwait, March 2009.

Plenary address, 3rd Middle European Conference on Geomorphology, Salzburg, Austria, September 2008.

Plenary address at Regional Conference of IAG, Brasov, Romania, September 2008.

Plenary address, Sinageo, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, August 2008

Invited address, Geological Society of America annual conference, Denver, October 2007.

Plenary address, 2nd Nordic Geographers’ Meeting, Bergen, June, 2007.

Plenary address, Binghamton Geomorphology Conference, Columbia, South Carolina, October 2006.

Plenary address, International Geographical Congress, Glasgow, August 2004.

Plenary address, Association of American Geographers, New York, 2001.

Plenary address, IUAESS Intercongress, Gottingen, 2001.

Recent lectures (overseas):

University of Vienna, October 2005, October 2013

University of Uppsala, April 2006


Sabah, Borneo, IAG, June 2007


Alashan, China, September 2007


University of Sao Paolo, August 2008


University of British Columbia, January 2011


Belgian Royal Academy of Sciences, January 2012


University of Ibadan, September 2014


University of Lanzhou, September 2016


Beijing Conference on Rock Mechanics, November 2018


Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Denver, October 2019 (https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Science-Website/Binghamton-Geomorphology-Symposium-100606114635717/?redirect=false)


Sinageo, Juiz de Fora, Brazil, November 2021
Latest broadcast

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csxfl3 (World Service of the BBC, April, 2018).
Eulogies

Professor E.W. Gilbert, Professor I.J. Gottmann, Mr. Gordon Smith, Dr. Barbara Kennedy, Dr. Bridget Allchin (in Indiran 12, 2018, pp. 5-6). Full length obituary for Dick Grove in Cambridge Geography web site, August 2023 and in The Daily Telegraph.
Exploration leadership
Deputy Leader of the International Karakoram Project (in association with Academia Sinica and the Government of Pakistan) (1980)

Deputy Leader of the Kora Project, Kenya (in association with the National Museum of Kenya) (1983)

Leader of the Kimberley Research Project (in association with the Linnean Society of London and the Government of Western Australia) (1988). See  https://rgs.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=234018&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20kimberley  

Books (c. 52):
Duricrusts of Tropical and Subtropical Landscapes.  Oxford University Press (1973)

Chemical sediments and Geomorphology.  Academic Press (1983) (with K. Pye)

Geomorphological Techniques.  Allen and Unwin (1981, first edition; 1991, second edition) (Also German edition)

Techniques for Desert Reclamation.  Wiley (1990)

A bibliography of pans and related deposits.  Rand Afrikaans University Press, Johannesburg (1990) (with J.T. Harmse and P.G. Oliver)

Desert Geomorphology.  London, UCL Press (1993) (with R.U. Cooke and A. Warren)

The Landforms of England and Wales.  Blackwell (1989)

Discovering Landscape in England and Wales.  Chapman and Hall (1984, first edition; 1992, second edition) (with R.A.M. Gardner)

The Changing Earth: Rates of Geomorphological Processes.  Blackwell (1995)

Environmental Change.  Oxford University Press (1977, first edition; 1983 second edition; 1992 third edition). Also Chinese edition

The Prehistory and Palaeogeography of the Great Indian Desert.  Academic Press (1978) (with B. Allchin and K.T.M. Hegde)

The Warm Desert Environment.  Cambridge University Press (1977; Japanese edition 1987) (with J.C. Wilkinson)

Classic coastal landforms of Dorset.  Geographical Association (1981) (with D. Brunsden)

The Human Impact.  Blackwell (1981 first edition; 1986 second edition; 1990 third edition; 1993 fourth edition; 1999 fifth edition; 2006 sixth edition; 2013 seventh edition; 2018 8th edition.  Also Chinese, German, Italian and Korean editions
Desert Geomorphology.  Macmillan (1980 first edition; 1990 second edition; 2005 Spanish edition) (with A. Watson)

The Nature of the Environment.  Blackwell (1984 first edition; 1989 second edition; 1993 third edition, 2001 fourth edition). Also German editions (1995, 2007)

The Student’s Companion to Geography.  Blackwell (1992) (ed. with A. Rogers and H.A. Viles)

The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Physical Geography.  Blackwell (1984, first edition; 1994 second edition; 2000, third edition; 2015 fourth edition)

The Longman Encyclopedia.  Longman (1989) (with Lord Briggs et al.)

Landshapes.  David and Charles (1988) (with D. Brunsden, R. Gardner and D. Jones)

Seven Hundred Years of an Oxford College - Hertford College 1284-1984.   (1984) (2nd ed. 1999)

National Atlas of Swaziland.  National Trust Commission of Swaziland (1983) (with D. Price Williams)

The Environment of the British Isles: an Atlas. Oxford University Press (1994) (with D. Brunsden)

The Physical Geography of Africa.  Oxford University Press (1996) (ed. with W. Adams and A.R. Orme).

The Earth Transformed.  Blackwell (1997) (with H.A. Viles)

Salt Weathering Hazards.  Wiley (1997) (with H.A. Viles)

Climate.  Weidenfeld (1997) and Polish edition (1998)

The East Dorset Coast.  Geographical Association (1997) (with D. Brunsden)

The West Dorset Coast.  Geographical Association (1997) (with D. Brunsden)

The Geomorphology of the Cotswolds.  Cotteswold Naturalists’ Field Club (1996) 

(with A.G. Parker)
The Human Impact Reader.  Blackwell (1997)

Aeolian Environments, Sediments and Landforms. Wiley (1999) (ed. with S. Stokes and I. Livingstone)

Encyclopedia of Global Change.  Oxford University Press (2002)

Great Warm Deserts of the World: Landscape and Evolution. Oxford University Press (2002)

Desertification in the Third Millennium. Balkema (2003) (with Alsharhan et al.)
Encyclopedia of Geomorphology. Routledge (2004)

Arid Lands Geomorphology. Routledge (2004)

Desert Dust in the Global System. Springer (2006) (with N.J. Middleton)
Global Environments through the Quaternary. Oxford University Press. (2007) (with D. Anderson and A.G. Parker). Second edition (2013). Published Online:

May 2015. eISBN: 9780191810169.
Geomorphological Variations. Prague (2007) (with J. Kalvoda) 

History of the Study of Landforms, vol 4. Geological Society (2008) (ed. with T.P. Burt et al.)

Wheels across the Desert. Silphium Press, London (2008) 

The Oxford Companion to Global Change. OUP, New York. (2009) (ed. with D. Cuff)

Geomorphological Hazards and Disaster Prevention. Cambridge University Press (2010). (ed. with I. Alcántara-Ayala)
Landscapes and Geomorphology. Oxford University Press (2010). (with H. Viles)
The SAGE Handbook of Geomorphology. Sage (2011) (paperback edition, 2014).  (ed. with K. J. Gregory)

Arid and Semi-arid Geomorphology. Cambridge University Press (2013)
Landscapes and Landforms of Namibia. Springer (2014) (with H.A. Viles)

Geomorphology in the Anthropocene. Cambridge University Press (2016) (with H.A. Viles)

Great Desert Explorers. Silphium Press (2016)
Landscapes and Landforms of England and Wales. Springer (2020). Edited with P. Migoń. Contributed 8 chapters.

Desert Drivers. Silphium Press (2020)
  The Queen of the Sciences. Privately published (2020) (with Denys Brunsden).

  Camel Tracks. Society for Libyan Studies (2021)
  History of the Study of Landforms, Volume 5. Geological Society of London (2022) (with T.P. Burt and H. Viles, eds.). Also authored five chapters.

  Geological pioneers of the Jurassic Coast (2023) (with Denys Brunsden). Oxford University    Press.
  Desert Landscapes of the World with Google Earth (2023). Springer.
 Landscapes of the Anthropocene with Google Earth (2023). Springer.
Published Papers (over c 282):
Desert and Savanna Geomorphology (c 131):

Statistical laws and dune ridges in southern Africa.  Geographical Journal 135, 404-406 (1969)

Notes on some major dune types in southern Africa.   South African Geographical Journal 52, 93-101 (1970)

Experimental investigation of rock weathering by salts.  Area 42-8 (1970)   (with R. U. Cooke and I.S. Evans) 


A regional bibliography of calcrete in Food, Fiber and the Arid Lands (ed. B. J. Goldman, W. J. 
McGinnies and P. Paylore), University of Arizona Press, 422-437 (1971)

Climate, weathering, crust formation, dunes and features of the Central Namib Desert near Gobabeb, South West Africa.  Madoqua Series II, Vol. 1 (54-62), 15-31 (1972)


The chemistry of world calcretes.  Journal of Geology, 449-63 (1972)


On the definition of calcrete deposits.  Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie 16, 464-8 (1972)

Further experimental investigation of rock weathering by salt crystallisation and other mechanical processes.  Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie Supplementband 21, 1-12 (1974)


The miliolite of western India: a discussion of the aeolian and marine hypotheses.  Sedimentary Geology 13, 71-75 (1975) (with C.H.B. Sperling)

Petrographic characteristics of calcretes (caliches): modern analogues of ancient cornstones.  In T. Vogt (ed.).  Croûtes calcaires.  Strasbourg. (1975)


Long distance transport of foraminiferal tests by wind in the Thar Desert, Northwest India.  Journal of Sedimentary Petrology 46, 630-33 (1977) (with C. H. B Sperling)

Dust storms and their geomorphological implications.  Journal of Arid Environments 1, 291-310 (1978)

Middle East - Review and bibliography of Geomorphological Contributions.  Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology 11, 9-18 (1978) (with J. C. Doornkamp and R. U. Cooke)


Isotopic composition of calcrete deposits from Europe, Africa and India. Earth Surface Processes 3, 43-57 (1978) (with W. Salomons and W.G. Mook)

Arid Geomorphology.   Progress in Physical Geography (6 reviews, 1977-1982)
The shape of desert sand grains.  Journal of Arid Environments 4, 185-190 (with A. Watson) (1981)


Dust storms in space and time.  Progress in Physical Geography 7, 502-530 (1983)

Rock block monitoring of rapid salt weathering in southern Tunisia.  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 9, 95-98 (1984) (with A. Watson)


Themes in desert geomorphology.   In A. F. Pitty (ed.) Themes in geomorphology. Croom Helm, 
122-140 (1984)


Salt weathering.  School of Geography Research Paper Series 32 (1984)

The loess of Tajik SSR.  Proc. Internat. Karakoram Project Vol. 1, 399-412 (1984) (with P. A. Bull and H. Rendell)

Salt efflorescences and salt weathering in the Hunza Valley, Karakoram Mountains, Pakistan.  Proc. Internat. Karakoram Project Vol. 2, 607-615 (1984)

Salt weathering simulation - some comments.  Geografiska Annaler 65A, 296-298 (with R. U. Cooke) (1983)

Duricrusts and landforms.  In K. Richards, R. Arnett and S. Ellis (eds.) Geomorphology and Soils. Allen and Unwin, 37-57 (1985)


Dambos.  Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie Supplementband 52 (1985) (with M. F. Thomas)

Salt efflorescences and saline lakes: a distributional analysis.  Geoforum 15, 563-582 (1985) (with R. U. Cooke)


Pans in southern Africa with particular reference to South Africa and Zimbabwe.  Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie 29, 1-19 (1985) (with D. S. G. Thomas)

Laboratory simulation of ‘the wick effect’ in salt weathering of rock.   Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 11, 275-285 (1986)


The frequency and source areas of dust storms.  In W. Nickling (ed.) Aeolian Geomorphology, Allen and Unwin, 237-259 (1986) (with N. J. Middleton and G. L. Wells)


The Search for Timbuktu: a view of deserts.  Clarendon Press, 29pp (1986)

Lunette dunes in southern Africa.  Journal of Arid Environments 10, 1-12 (1986) (with D. S. G. Thomas)

The character and possible origins of the aeolian sediments of the Wahiba Sand Sea, Oman.  Geographical Journal 153(12), 231-56 (1987) (with A. Warren, D. K. C. Jones, and R. U. Cooke)

Chemical textures on quartz grains: an experimental approach using salts.  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 13, 665-676 (1988) (with A. W. Magee and P. A. Bull)

Before rock decay: chemical weathering of constituent grains by salts.  In P. G. Marinos and G.C. Koukis (eds.) Engineering geology of ancient works, monuments and historical sites.  Balkema: Rotterdam. pp. 779-786 (1988) (with A. W. Magee and P. A. Bull)

Weathering and wind in deserts. Geographical Education Magazine (Zimbabwe), 12(2), 1-11, (1989)

Sodium sulphate weathering and the disintegration of Mohenjo-Daro, Pakistan.  Earth Surface Processes 2, 75-86 (1977)

The formation of silt from quartz dune sand by salt-weathering processes in deserts.  Journal of Arid Environments 2, 105-112 (1979) (with R.U. Cooke and J.C. Doornkamp)

Weathering processes. In D. S. G. Thomas (ed,) Arid Zone Geomorphology.  London: Belhaven Press, 11-24 (1989) (1997)


Salt tectonics and geomorphology.  Progress in Physical Geography 12, 597-605 (1988)


Pans.  Progress in Physical Geography 15, 221-237 (1991)

The changing frequency of dust storms through time. Climatic Change 20, 197-225 (with N. J. Middleton) (1992)

Aligned linear gilgai in the West Kimberley District, Western Australia.  Journal of Arid Environments 23, 157-67 (with M. J. Sands and I. Livingstone) (1992)


Deserts in a warmer world. In K. Pye and A. Millington (eds.) Environmental Change in Deserts, Chichester: Wiley (1994)


Salt weathering simulation using a single immersion technique.  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 18, 369-76 (1993)


Post-depositional modification of the linear sand ridges of the West Kimberley area, north-west Australia.  Geographical Journal 159, 306-317 (with S. Stokes, et al.) (1993)

Expedition Research Projects in savanna landscapes - earth science aspects.  In S. Winser and N. McWilliam (ed.) Expedition Planner’s Handbook and Directory 1993-4.  London: Royal Geographical Society (1992)

Salt attack on buildings and other structures in arid lands. In P. G. Fookes and R. H. G. Parry (eds.) Engineering Characteristics of Arid Soils. Rotterdam: Balkema 15-28 (1994)

Dryland degradation. In N. Roberts (ed.) The Changing Global Environment. Oxford: Blackwell 351-368 (1994)


Organic agency in calcrete development.  Journal of Arid Environments 32, 103-110 (1996)

The nature, distribution and formation of pans in arid zones.  Earth-Science Reviews 38, 1-69 (1995) (with G. L. Wells)

The nature and pattern of debris liberation by salt weathering: a laboratory study.  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 20, 437-449 (1995) (with H. A. Viles)


Monitoring of rapid salt weathering in the central Namib using limestone blocks.  Journal of Arid Environments 37, 581-598 (1997) (with H.A. Viles and A.G. Parker)


Weathering pits in the Spitzkoppe area, Central Namib Desert.  Zeitschift für Geomorphologie 41(4), 417-444 (1997) (with P. Migoń)


The salt weathering hazard in deserts. In J. Kalvoda and C.L. Rosenfeld (eds.) Geomorphological Hazards in High Mountain areas.  pp. 107-120.  Kluwer

Towards and understanding of the spectral reflectance of desert dune sands; viewing geometry and particle size dependence of dune colour. Proceedings 24th Annual Conference Remote Sensing Society, 473-79 (1998) (with K. White et al.)

Experimental salt weathering of limestones in relation to rock properties. Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 24, 715-24 (1999)

Experimental simulation of rapid rock block disintegration by sodium chloride in a foggy coastal desert. Journal of Arid Environments 40, 347-355 (1998) (with A.G. Parker)

The evolution of the morphological framework of the Central Namib Desert, Namibia, since the early Cretaceous.  Geografiska Annaler 81(A), 443-458 (1999) (with F. Eckardt)

Accurate dune displacement and morphometric data using kinematic GPS, Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie, Supplementband 116, 195-214 (1999) (with S. Stokes et al.)

Yardang Landforms from Kharga Oasis, south-western Egypt. Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie, Supplementband 116, 97-112 (1999) (with S. Stokes et al.)
The history of desert dune studies over the last 100 years. In Aeolian Environments, Sediments and Landforms. ed. A.S. Goudie, I. Livingstone and S. Stokes.  Chichester: Wiley, pp. 1-13 (1999).

Weathering, geomorphology and climatic variability in the Central Namib Desert.  in S.J.  McClaren and D.R. Kniveton (eds.) Linking Climate Change to Land Surface Change pp. 65-82.  Kluwer: Dordrecht (2000) (with H.A. Viles).
Late Pleistocene and Holocene dune construction at the north-eastern edge of the Rub Al Khali, United Arab Emirates. Sedimentology 47, 1011-1021 (2000) (with A. Colls, S. Stokes, A. Parker, K. White and A. Al-Farraj).

Desert loess in Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates. Journal of Arid Environments 46, 123-135 (2001). (with A.G. Parker, P.A. Bull, K. White and A. Al-Farraj).

Mapping the geochemistry of the northern Rub’ Al Khali using multispectral remote sensing techniques.  Earth Surface Processes and landforms 26, 735-748. (2001) (with K. White et al.)

Saharan Dust: Sources and Trajectories.  Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 26, 165-181, (2001) (with N. Middleton)

The role of playas in pedogenic gypsum crust formation in the Central Namib Desert: a theoretical model. Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 26, 1177-1193 (2001) (with F.D. Eckardt et al.)

Saharan Dust storms: nature and consequences. Earth-Science Reviews 56, 179-204 (2001) (with N.J. Middleton).

The roles of salt (sodium nitrate) and fog in weathering: a laboratory simulation of conditions in the northern Atacama Desert, Chile. Catena 48, 255-66 (2002) (with E. Wright and H.A. Viles)

The global distribution of dust storms.  Annals of the Arid Zone, 40, 303-315. (2001)

Sandstone geomorphology of the Al-Quwayra area of south Jordan. Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie 46, 365-390. (2002).

Geomorphological evidence for the extension of the Mega-Kalahari into South-Central Angola. South African Geographical Journal 84, 182-194 (2002) (with A. Shaw).

Dust-storm source areas determined by the Total Ozone Monitoring Spectrometer and surface observations. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 93(2), 297-313 (2003) (with R. Washington et al.)

Enhanced salinization.  In A.S. Alsharhan and W.W. Wood (eds.) Water Resources Perspectives: Evaluation, Management and Policy. Elsevier (2003)

Dust storms in south west Asia. Acta Universitatis Carolinae XXXV Supplement, 73-83. (2000). (with N.J. Middleton)

The thermal degradation of marble. Acta Universitatis Carolinae, XXXV, Supplement, 7-16. (2000) (with H.A. Viles).

Granite Landforms of the Central Namib. Acta Universitatis Carolinae XXXV Supplement, 17-38 (2000) (with P. Migoń).

North African dust production: source areas and variability. Clivar Exchanges – Scientific Contributions 27, 4 pp.  (2003). (With R. Washington et al.).

The impacts of global warming on the geomorphology of arid lands.  In A.L. Alsharhan et al. (eds.) Desertification in the Third Millennium. 13-20 (2003). 

Dust storms in the Middle East. Bulletin de la Classe des Sciences, Academie Royal de Belgique 6 series, 13, 379-399. (2002).

Biofilms and case hardening on sandstones from Al-Quwayra, Jordan.  Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 29, 1473-1485. (2004) (with H.A. Viles). 
The origin and development of footslope ramps in the sandstone desert environment of south-west Jordan. Journal of Arid Environments, 60, 303-320, (2005) (with P. Migoń et al.).
Chemical sediments of the palaeo and active Okavango alluvial fan, Botswana: evidence for variations in the processes of formation. Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie Supplementband 136, 89-112 (2004) (with A.I. Shaw).
Rocks under pressure. Physics World 18(5) p.22 (2005).

The history and evolution of desert hydrology and landforms: the role of climate change.  In P. D’Odorico and A. Porporato (eds.) Dryland Ecohydrology, pp. 129-140, Dordrecht: Springer (2006). New edition, 2020.
Links between topography, wind, deflation, lake and dust: The case of the Bodélé Depression, Chad. Geophysical Research Letters 33. doi: v10.1029/2006GL025827 (2006) (with R. Washington et al.)

International Year of Deserts, desertification and dust.  Africa Health 3, 1p. (2006) (with P. Ozer and M-F. Courel).

A record of Holocene climate change from lake geochemical analyses in southeastern Arabia.  Quaternary Research, 66, 465-476 (2006) (with A.G. Parker et al.)
Mega-yardangs: A Global Analysis.  Geography Compass, 1, 65-81. (2007)

Rapid salt weathering in the coastal Namib Desert: implications for landscape development. Geomorphology (2007), 85, 49-62 (with H.A. Viles)

Development of the Bronze Age landscape in the southeastern Arabian Gulf: new evidence from a buried shell midden in the eastern extremity of the Rub’ Al Khali desert, Emirate of Ras al-Khaimah, UAE.  Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 18, 132-138 (with A.G. Parker) (2007)
Desert landforms in Namibia – a Landsat Interpretation. In A.S. Goudie and J. Kalvoda (eds.) Geomorphological Variations, pp. 19-36 (2007) 

Preliminary results about mapping and geomorphological correlation of tiger bush (Brousse tigrée) in Somalia, from a remote sensing and GIS perspective. In A.S. Goudie and J. Kalvoda (eds.), Geomorphological Variations, pp. 59-86 (2007) (with P. Paron) 
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Professor A.S. Goudie’s Doctoral Students:

Charles Sperling -

Climatic change and aeolianite in NW India


Mike Summerfield - 

Silcrete


Rita Gardner - 


Dunes in South India


Andrew Watson - 

Gypsum crusts


Ian Livingstone - 

Dunes in Namib


Rob Sarre - 


Coastal dunes and sand flow


Marilyn Robertson-Rintoul - 
Coastal dunes and wind in Scotland


Sarah Metcalfe - 

Lakes and diatoms in Mexico


Dave Thomas - 


Ancient dunes in the Kalahari


Nick Middleton - 

Dust storms


Pete Magee - 


Chemical textures on quartz gains


Gordon Wells - 


Aeolian landforms in USA


Trish Foschi -


Mixed pixels and hedgerows


Tanya Bowyer-Bower - 

Soil erosion in Swaziland


Roger Hooker - 


Colluvium in Swaziland






Rob Boast - 


Dambos in Malawi


Mike Widdowson - 

Uplift and laterites in W. India


Stephen Stokes - 

Optically stimulated luminescence dating


Ken Coombe -


Evolution of the Fleet and Chesil Beach


John Rathbone
-

Weather and Asthma


Frank Eckardt
-

Gypsum crusts and sulphur isotopes


Richard Washington -

Climate and seasonal forecasting in Africa

Elaine Wright-


Salt weathering in the Atacama 
             Alex Shaw-


Calcrete in southern Africa 

Oliver Atkinson-

Dunes in the Emirates (lapsed)
Book reviews

Regular reviews of books for Science, Progress in Physical Geography, Geomorphology, Times Higher Education Supplement, Journal of Historical Geography, Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie, etc.
Electoral boards for Chairs (external)

London, Sussex, Loughborough, University College Dublin, Stockholm, Gloucestershire, 

Malaya, Wellington (NZ)
Royalties to external bodies
Some of the royalties from my books have been used to support learned societies.  The BGRG (BSG) has benefited from income from Techniques in Geomorphology and the History of the Study of Landforms Volumes 4 & 5, the Geographical Association has benefitted from income from The Environment of the British Isles and from the Classic Landform Guides to Dorset, the IAG has benefitted from income from the Encyclopedia of Geomorphology, Geomorphological Hazards and Disasters, and The Handbook of Geomorphology, and the Society for Libyan Studies has benefitted from income from Wheels across the Desert. Royalties from Great Desert Explorers are going to the RGS.
Work with overseas scholars

I have worked and published with a number of overseas scholars, including K.T.M Hegde, R.N. Singh, R. Tewari, A.K. Singh, R. Sinha, R. Srivastava, S. Yadav, V.K. Singh  and R. Akhtar (India), A. Asrat (Ethiopia), M.T. Sehhati, A. Sepehr, A.  Rashki, and M.K. Ekhtesasi (Iran), S. Samieh, O. El-Rashidi, and N. Embabi (Egypt), A. Al-Farraj (UAE), A. Jasem A. and A. Hassan (Kuwait), M. Said and Z. Hashmet (Pakistan), H.Q. Huang, A. Chen, Yang Xiaoping, and Y. Ma (China), and I. Alcantara (Mexico).
ANDREW GOUDIE – RESEARCH THEMES

During my research career there have been a number of pervasive themes relating in the main to geomorphology, and my list of publications is divided up to represent my main research interests over the last three decades.

Chemical Sediments

In 1967 I started work for my Cambridge PhD, which was on calcretes.  Subsequently I developed a more general interest in other types of duricrust and supervised various graduates.  They worked on gypsum crusts (A. Watson, F. Eckardt), silcretes (M. Summerfield) and laterite (M. Widdowson).  Related to this has been an interest in freshwater carbonates (tufas), a field in which I have collaborated with Prof.. Viles, Dr. A. Pentecost (KCL) and colleagues from the University of Tübingen.  In particular I have been interested in the reasons for the so-called ‘Holocene Tufa Decline’.  With M.A. Summerfield I have also contributed to the debates about the significance of silcretes in the evolution of S.E. England in the Tertiary.  Two books relating to work on Chemical Sediments are ‘Duricrusts in Tropical and Subtropical landscapes’ (1973) and ‘Chemical Sediments in Geomorphology’ (1983), the latter of which I edited with former pupil, Ken Pye.

Salt Weathering and other Weathering Processes

From the late 1960s onwards I have had an interest in the geomorphological role of salt weathering and in laboratory simulation of rock weathering processes.  I benefitted greatly from early discussion with I.S. Evans and subsequent collaboration with R.U. Cooke, H.A. Viles and others.  This work has demonstrated the power of salt weathering, the role of different salts, the aggressive nature of sodium sulphate, and the role that salt can play in loess formation.  The work also has had great applied significance and I have worked on the salt threat to buildings in Bahrain, Ra’s Al Khaimah (UAE), and Mohenjo Daro (Pakistan).  This work was recently brought together in a book, ‘Salt Weathering Hazards’ that was co-authored with Prof. Viles.  Over the last few years I have also contributed to debates about the role of experimental simulations and the frequency and magnitude concept as it relates to weathering.  I have also simulated the role of fire and fire and water (with R.J. Allison) and studied granite weathering pits in Namibia (with P. Migón). The latest work (2014) has been on tafoni in the Anti-Atlas Mountains of Morocco (with O. Sass).
Aeolian Geomorphology
For many years I have had an interest in sand dunes, and have supervised various graduate students who have worked on quantification of sand flow over desert and coastal dunes (Sarre, Livingstone, Robertson-Rintoul), on diagenesis (Rita Gardner), on calcification (Sperling) and on dune history (Thomas, Wells, Stokes).  Among the more interesting findings have been that many dune grains are much less rounded than often suggested, that the presence of long-travelled foraminifera in dune sands are not necessarily evidence of a marine origin of such sand, that the forms of dunes in different sand seas are very different (with S. Fryberger), that sand dune morphometry and movement rates can be determined by kinematic GPS (providing the longest known record of barchan migration) and that rates of linear dune development can be calculated through the use of optical dating (with S. Stokes).  I have also carried out regional studies of dunes in the Wahiba Sands (Oman), the United Arab Emirates, N.W. India, N.W. Australia, Bahrain and Southern Africa. Another aspect of aeolian geomorphology with which I have been intimately concerned is the significance of dust storms.  Through analysis of meteorological records (with N.J. Middleton), satellite images (with G. Wells) and a very diverse literature, I have been able to demonstrate their frequency, changing frequency, distribution and trajectories, and impacts on human health. This work (with N.J. Middleton, M. Todd and R. Washington) used TOMS (Total Ozone Mapping Spectrometer) for tracing dust storm activity. Other contributions to the study of aeolian phenomena have included the use of GPS to study yardang morphometry, and the use of maps and remote sensing (including Google Earth) to understand the global pattern of pans and lunettes (with G. Wells), dayas, parabolic dunes, barchans star dunes, dome dunes, nebkhas and zibars. I helped to organise the first Windy Day series of conferences in Oxford in 1993. 
The Quaternary and GeoArchaeology
In the 1970s I developed an interest in many aspects of environmental change both in Britain and the Tropics. In India and Pakistan I collaborated with the Allchins (Cambridge) and Professor K.T.M. Hegde (Baroda) on extensive surveys that revealed the great extent of the Mega-Thar in the Late Pleistocene, and the profusion of archaeological sites in areas that had previously been regarded as barren.  This led to a large volume on ‘the Prehistory and Palaeogeography of the Great Indian Desert’ and to the award of the RGS’s Cuthbert Peak Award. In 2008 I returned to India with Dr Cameron Petrie to look at Harappan sites. In the late 1970s and 1980s I worked with David Price Williams (Institute of Archaeology, London) and A. Watson on the archaeology, geomorphology, and Quaternary stratigraphy of Swaziland.  This work pointed to the importance of colluvium and its stratigraphic use and contributed to ideas on the origin and age of ‘dongas’.  In the 1970s I discovered the Sugworth Site near Oxford, one of the richest interglacial sites in Britain.  This led to a major multi-author paper in the ‘Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society’ and a letter to ‘Nature’.  Subsequently I have been working with Prof. A. Parker on the tufas, peats and alluvial deposits of the Oxford region. I worked with A.T. Grove on the lacustrine deposits of the Ethiopian Rift.  Our paper in ‘Nature’ was among the first to point to the early Holocene pluvial in the tropics. My Quaternary interests have been brought to a wider audience through four editions of Environmental Change and two editions of Global Environments through the Quaternary. In recent years I have worked on the history of dunes and lake sediments in the United Arab Emirates (with Professor Adrian Parker, Professor David Thomas and Oliver Atkinson). 
The Human Impact

Following on from my interests in long-term natural environmental changes and in geoarchaeology, I have developed a broad interest in ‘The Human Impact’ and have helped to establish this as a significant concern to geographers and geomorphologists.  The Environmental Change Institute in Oxford (which was partly my brain child) has developed these concerns, and I have published a range of papers on the potential impact of global warming in geomorphology. My book, The Human Impact went to an eighth edition in 2018. Most recently, I have contributed various papers on the Anthropocene, including one that was presented to the 50th Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium Anniversary Conference in Denver in 2019. 
Lithological Control

The quantification of rock properties and their effects on relief is one of the Cinderella’s of geomorphology.  I have therefore been concerned with the development of techniques for rock property characterisation in the field (the Schmidt Hammer) and in the laboratory (the Grindosonic and experimental weathering).  In the Kimberley I developed a model (with R.J. Allison) of the effects of rock properties on the slope forms of the Devonian reef while in Africa (with Ken Pye, A. Watson and D.S.G. Thomas) we showed the importance of potassium metasomatism in producing massive inselbergs.  I have worked in the sandstone terrains of south Jordan (with R. Allison and P. Migoń) and the Golden Gate National Park (South Africa) (with S. Grab and others). Work on ‘rock cities’ (with P. Migoń and F Duchinski) was another contribution to sandstone geomorphology.  Interest in quantification of rock control led to a paper in Earth-Science Reviews in 2016.
Regional Geomorphology
Landscape, a somewhat neglected topic in Geography at the present time, has always fascinated me and so I have contributed to studies of diverse landscapes, sometimes by dint of involvement in, or leadership of RGS projects (Karakorams, 1980; Kora, 1983; Wahiba, 1985; Kimberley, 1988).  Travel to the Kimberley in 2017 led to a paper on rias. I have also had a long-standing interest in geomorphological phenomena in the UK and have written books and papers on the Cotswolds, Dorset (with D. Brunsden) and England and Wales.  Work in Namibia has given me particular pleasure and recently (with F. Eckardt) the links between onshore geomorphology and mantle plumes have been explored. I completed a book (for the Oxford University Press) that explored the diversity and history of all the world’s deserts and a book on the landscapes of Namibia (with Heather Viles). I have always been interested in phenomena (landforms) and so have written about such phenomena as waterfalls and rias. 
The History of Geomorphology

In parallel with my substantive researches in the field and the laboratory I have an interest in the history of geomorphology and was an editor and contributor to Volume 4 of ‘The History of the Study of Landforms’.  I have been especially interested in neglected or misunderstood geomorphologists (some of whom are desert researchers) (Cornish, Jackson, Murchison, Curzon, Mason, McGee, Keyes) and in the history of aeolian and weathering research.  I have contributed biographies of Linton, Shotton, Embleton and Bagnold to the New Dictionary of National Biography. Recently I have been working on the history of desert exploration, producing a book on ‘Great Desert Explorers’, which builds upon ‘Wheels across the Desert’. Finally, Volume 5 of ‘The History of the Study of Landforms’ (edited with T.P. Burt and H.A. Viles) appeared in 2022.
Education
Having spent a career in Universities I believe in the value of education at all levels and have tried to reach outward both to the general public and to secondary schools, through textbooks, articles in popular journals, and guides to geomorphological sites.  The future of geomorphology depends upon public appreciation of its value and the nurturing of new bodies of enthusiastic students.

Miscellaneous

There is a final group of publications that does not fit easily into the categories discussed above.  Hidden amongst them are, however, some themes, including rates of geomorphological change, techniques for geomorphological investigations, and applied geomorphology. A review of rias is the first global treatment of these under-studied features.
Conclusion

The materials that I discussed above are diverse in subject matter and level.  They have also involved a large measure of collaborative research.  The categories I have provided are highly permeable and in reality there is much overlap between them.  An overarching concern that relates to all of them is a desire to understand the beauty, diversity and history of great landscapes, particularly those of deserts.

ESTABLISHMENT OF LABORATORY FACILITIES

The Oxford Geomorphology Lab was first established in 1969/1970 in the old kitchen of the Mansfield Road building. At that time we had one microscope, a set of sieves, a rotap sediment shaker, an oven, and some scales (without a plug). There was no lab technician. Dr Sweeting wanted things to change, not least so that she could make thin sections and to do water analyses in connection with her karst studies. 

 

I arrived on April 1st that year as a Departmental Demonstrator, and one of my jobs was to try and develop the lab.by getting equipment, teaching classes, and getting students to use it.  I put in bids to the University Equipment Committee and we managed to get such things as a big rock saw and an AAS.  In due course we also were allocated the former office boy, Chris Jackson, as technician. 

 

The University gave us a second small lab under the overhang of the classroom in c 1980 and this enabled us to house a 'dirty' lab for sediment analysis and rock weathering experiments in the old kitchen and a 'clean' lab for water analysis and for a new SEM (installed for the use of a new staff member, Peter Bull) in the new lab.  Gradually we built up staff numbers, with, inter alia, Tim Burt leading a water analysis team, (hence a Dionex), Alayne Street-Perrott building up a palaeoenvironmental team, and Heather Viles doing her coastal and weathering work.

 

When I became Head of Dept. and Professor of Geography in 1984, as an inducement I was given a grant to purchase a Fisons (now Sanyo) environmental cabinet, and this is still used a great deal, more than three decades later. It cost over £20,000, which in those days was an enormous sum. 

 

Things grew incrementally over the next twenty years, and then, of course, when I took over again as Head of Department in 2002 (having given up as Head in 1994) we managed to persuade the University to give us the old Dyson Perrins laboratory, and Jerry Lee (administrator) and I developed the plans for the new laboratories. This gave us space for the many new post-docs and graduate students associated with a burgeoning research income. It also enabled us to house our expanded technical staff. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ECU (ECI)

In 1987, when Sir Patrick Neill was Vice-Chancellor, the University of Oxford decided to launch an innovative and ambitious fund-raising venture called Campaign for Oxford. Departments were invited to submit bids to Council for objectives they would like to see included in the Campaign’s portfolio. The School of Geography, of which I was then Head, sent in a proposal for the establishment of a new unit to study Environmental Change and, at the suggestion of Sir Richard Southwood, the Departments of Zoology and Plant Sciences (which included Forestry) were subsequently invited to participate in this proposal.  Council duly agreed that the Environmental Change Unit (ECU) would be one of the key fund-raising priorities of Campaign for Oxford. Professor Goudie was appointed leader of the task force to take this forward, and some Development Office staff, notably Ian Curtis and Jitka Fort, were charged with helping with the fund-raising efforts. 
There were two reasons why Geography put forward the vision of the ECU. The first was an internal one. Geography was a rather traditional department with an emphasis on undergraduate teaching, relatively modest research grant income, and a need to strengthen its research culture. On the other hand, it had a number of very active individuals in both physical and human geography for who studies at the interface between people and the environment were a long-standing focus.  The second reason was an external one.  As the 1980s progressed it became more and more apparent to researchers in Geography that global environmental change was going to become a great issue of trans-disciplinary concern. It was an issue that required new money and new people if Oxford was to be a major player in this nascent field. 

Thus fund-raising was pursued with vigour and in due course sufficient money was raised to make the ECU a reality. In particular, IBM UK provided funds for a Directorship at professorial level for five years, Merton College provided a small, refurbished building in Mansfield Road, and over a thousand graduates contributed essential “unrestricted funds”.  The ECU was launched on February 14th 1991 in the School of Geography, with speeches from Professor Goudie, Sir Anthony Cleaver  (Chairman and Chief Executive of IBM UK), Sir Crispin Tickell (Warden of Green College and President of the Royal Geographical Society) and Professor Sir Richard Southwood (Vice-Chancellor).  As stated in the University’s Statutes, Decrees and Regulations, “The functions of the unit shall be to organize and promote interdisciplinary research on the nature, causes and impact of environmental change and to contribute to the development of management strategies for coping with future environmental change”.

STRATEGY TO DEVELOP THE SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
When I took over as Head of the School of Geography for a second time, in 2002, I set about trying to develop a strategic plan to set the School on an upward trajectory by such means as recruiting new senior staff, identifying research priorities, taking over the Dyson Perrins building, and expanding our graduate school, most notably by instituting new graduate courses. This strategy document, which I wrote in 2003 after full discussions with the Division and the Department, is appended as Appendix 1. In the event, much of this strategy has survived the march of time and has been implemented and developed by my successors as Head of Department.  
THE MASTERSHIP OF ST CROSS COLLEGE, OXFORD (FROM 1ST OCTOBER 2003 TO 31ST AUGUST, 2011)
The following words are an attempt to record the happenings, experiences, and feelings during my period as Master. 

The Pusey question

In 2003, the then Vice-Master of St Cross College, Professor Nick Mayhew, briefed all the short-listed candidates for the Mastership on ‘The Pusey Problem’. Although it seemed to me that he described the situation in a fair and largely dispassionate way, it was clear from what he said that the new Master would have to deal with a dilemma that had been of long standing, of considerable seriousness, and of apparent intractability. When in due course I was elected to and accepted the Mastership, there were many in the University who asked whether I was aware of the situation, and, if so, whether I was fully sane.
While all this was going on, Pusey House had appointed a new Principal, Father Jonathan Baker. When we met up for the first time on 9th October, 2003, we were, I think, a little nervous, but we were both determined to see if we could make some gradual progress in addressing some of the issues that needed to be sorted out, including the division of space and the sharing and payment for utilities. Above all, it was crucial that we should be trusted by our two ‘constituencies’, and for that we needed to trust each other. We felt it best if we were to talk matters through – one to one – rather than going the committee/working party route. Gradually we developed a modus vivendi which steadily involved into something warmer and more productive. Early on in our negotiations there were signs that a thaw was taking place.  For example, I remember in particular that St Cross was allowed for the first time for many years to hold the 2003 Carol Service in Pusey Chapel, though the Principal kept the reading of the final lesson for himself. In the following year, progress was such that I myself was allowed to read the final lesson, which fulfilled a life-long ambition that I had to stand up and recite ‘In the beginning……’ (from, I have to say, the King James Bible). I also received invitations to various functions in Pusey House, including one for my wife and I to sample one of Father William’s dauntingly magnificent post-Mass Sunday lunches. We also discussed the possibility that we might establish a Porters’ Lodge, something which the College had long wanted and needed, but which involved the eviction of the Principal from his ground floor study. He concurred. In four years, and with, it has to be said, the help of such people as John Hanks, Maureen Doherty, and our respective lawyers, a deal was approved by the University of Oxford and Pusey House. This was signed on 17th October 2007. It transferred much of the freehold of the site to the College and confirmed a logical allocation of spaces and costs. A letter of 28th May 2008 from our Solicitor, Richard Bell, to the University Land Agent (Tim del Nevo) advised that the arrangements between the University/St Cross College and Pusey House had been completed and the registration had taken place at the Land Registry.


Alumni and Development
As the college grew and also aged, there were more and more alumni, and so they needed to be kept in contact with the college in a professional manner. Thus in June 2004, the College established an Alumni & Development Office to foster closer links between the College and its alumni. It was to be the point of contact for all former students getting in touch with St Cross, and for keeping an up-to-date and accurate record of St Cross alumni. The Alumni & Development Office was also established to organise Gaudies, reunions, and other social events; provide networking opportunities for alumni and current students; manage the production of the College Record and Newsletter, and develop the St Cross website. It was also anticipated that the Alumni & Development Office would take a lead in seeking support for the development of the College and the implementation of plans to increase its membership and expand the accommodation and facilities St Cross is able to provide for its students and visiting scholars. Joëlle Hoggan was appointed as Development Executive. Among the alumni activities that were developed were the production of a new type of newsletter, Crossword, to be published once a year in the summer, starting in 2005. On October 23rd, 2006, the Master and Douglas H. Wigdor (Alumnus and founder partner of Thompson, Wigdor and Gilly LLP) hosted a drinks reception on the 57th floor of The Empire State Building in Manhattan. In June 2007, the College appointed its first dedicated Alumni Officer in Laura King as the Alumni, Communication and Events Officer. This appointment represented the separation of Alumni Relations from Development work (which is seen as an important distinction within the College) and gave the College the opportunity to enlarge the scope of events and activities that Alumni can benefit from. Among alumni activities that were organised were the annual Fred’s lunch, a drinks reception after Encaenia, and a London Christmas Drinks Reception (held at such venues as the Royal Academy, the Royal Society of Medicine, the British Academy, and the Oxford and Cambridge Club).  September 2007 saw the addition of the University’s Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend to the yearly calendar. As part of an ongoing effort to offer greater involvement to Alumni overseas, the American Friends of St Cross College was established in April 2008. Founded as a group of volunteers drawn from the Alumni, former Fellows and Friends of the College; the American Friends were established to assist the College in promoting a greater sense of community within our members across North America. Their first meeting was held in New York in April 2008 in conjunction with the University’s biennial re-union. The Gaudy in September 2008 was well attended and congenial, and at it the first Alumni of the Year Award was presented to Doug Wigdor in recognition of his support and contribution over the past years, especially in connection with American Friends of St Cross. In 2009/10 with the help of some of our students we undertook a very successful telephone campaign which put us back in touch with some of our alumni, many of whom have been very generous to the college, but also raised a significant sum of money for the college. Recognition of donors in an important function, and this was the logic behind the establishment in 2008 of the 1965 Club (for major donors) and of the Audrey Blackman Society (for those who had promised legacies). The former meets annually for a black tie dinner in February, while the latter meets for lunch in the spring. During my time as Master we developed links with wealthy old members (including James Dodd, Jerome Booth and Douglas Wigdor) and with the Uehiro Foundation. A pledge of c £25 million from a London businessman, arranged through an intermediary, never materialised. There was also an abortive attempt to raise money from a Jordanian company in exchange for helping with the establishment of a new, private university in that country. I was grateful to Tariq Shafiq and Michael Brooks for help in that initiative.


The Fellowship and College Officers

One valuable event in January 2004 was an away-day (held in College) of all fellows. A well- attended meeting led to many suggestions for taking the College forward during my Mastership. One hope, expressed by Wendy James, was that the College might become a 24 hour college.  

The number of fellows increased during my Mastership, as did the percentage who were women. I was involved with the section of almost all new fellows.  In general c 40-50 fellows attended Governing Body, which met twice per term, normally for less than 90 minutes. Behaviour and debate at GB was generally very civilised and was followed by afternoon tea or dinner. We seldom voted. Traditionally the Secretary of GB was a Fellow, and this was a role for which the late Georg Deutsch kindly volunteered, but in due course we appointed Suzy Hodge as Secretary. This proved to be very satisfactory. I was extremely fortunate in the ways that Fellows took on college offices, such as Dean, Deans of Degrees, Senior Tutor, Vice-Master, Archivist, Editor of the College Record, President of the Common Room, Garden Master, Chairman of Finance Committee, Chairman of the Alumni Committee, Chairman of the Arts Committee, etc. Throughout my time Sheila Allcock was a most efficient Librarian and Emilie Savage-Smith transformed the Archives. The College also had to provide the Assessor in 2005/6, a post for which Frank Pieke volunteered. We all processed in a downpour to see his installation in the House of Convocation. I was much weighed down by a soaking Congregation Habit. 
I was delighted that Kate Scott, Senior Tutor, was able to paint my portrait. Knowing that I cannot sit still, she did this with great tact and efficiency, and I was thrilled with the finished product which currently hangs above the soup. In contrast to the portraits of my three predecessors and my successor, it shows me standing rather than sitting. Kate also saved the College a great deal of money by undertaking this task.  

College Staff

A college is very dependent on its staff, and it was my experience that they either lasted a rather short time, or became long-term fixtures. The latter category proved to be immensely loyal and some saw me arrive and then saw me off: Chris Roberts, Paul Wicking, Robert Rudman, Maurice Brown, Suzy Hodge, Judith Ledger, and, of course, Maureen Doherty. 

Intellectual life

I was keen to make sure that the College contributed to the intellectual life of the University and above all of our students. Thus as part of the College’s mission to Advance Global Conversations, the year 2007-8 saw the return of the St Cross Colloquium. Each week during term, two College members, typically a junior member and a senior member, researching similar or related subject areas, presented their research to an interested audience of their fellow St-Crossers. Wine was served by courtesy of the Bursar. In addition, we had a series of lectures associated with Practical Ethics and with African History. In terms of public profile we started the St Cross Lectures. In 2008/9 a St Cross lecture by the great physicist, Michio Kaku, attracted an audience of 500, while current thinking on the way we understand our universe was brought to a packed audience of nearly 400 physicists and others on 14 March 2011, in the second of the series at the Said Business School. This was given by Professor Brian Greene, the respected theoretical physicist and Co-Director of the Institute for Strings, Cosmology and Astroparticle Physics at Columbia University, New York. To mark the retirement of Professor Wendy James and the departure from St Cross of Professor Chris Gosden, to take up a Fellowship at Keble in association with his new Chair, a celebration of Archaeology and Anthropology was held in College on 13th March, 2007. This celebration was coupled with the opening of the new St Cross Room which was finished with only hours to spare! Professor Clive Gamble of Royal Holloway, University of London, gave a lecture entitled “Social brains and anthropological minds: an evolutionary story”. It demonstrated the value of the new St Cross room as a venue for lectures and colloquia.

Rooms

In 2005 a wireless IT system was installed in the Saugman Common Room, the Lange Room and at the Annexe. This facility has enabled students to use their laptops in these rooms without the need to “plug in” to the network and was an immensely popular initiative. In September 2005, the new Porters’ Lodge at St Cross was opened for business. The building of the Lodge took place over the summer vacation, and formed part of the renovation of the foyer area inside the front entrance on St Giles, and the Lange Corridor between the foyer and the Saugman Common Room. New arched glass doors were installed. The area occupied by the Lodge had previously been the study of the Principal of Pusey House, while the Porters’ Lodge had been on the first floor, which presented numerous problems in terms of welcoming visitors to the college, dealing with deliveries, and maintaining security. The College’s first evening Porter, Mr Tony Mead joined the College on 1st September 2008. Prior to that the door was manned in the evenings for special functions by a rotation of students, who sometimes forgot to turn up and if they did propped the front door of the college open with a brick. The presence of an evening porter ensured that security was good and that everyone received a warm and professional welcome.

2006–7 saw the partitioning of the Darwell Stone Room and two thirds of it was re-named the St Cross Room. The room had been used as a library store by Pusey House and a total refurbishment was required so that it could become a meeting room for the college. The room was gutted; it was re-plastered, painted, a new ceiling was installed with new lighting system and the floor was re-sanded and treated. A ceiling hung projector was installed for presentations and the wireless IT system was extended to include the room. Beautiful, bespoke furniture was commissioned from Luke Hughes and Company. The room was opened for use on 13th March 2007 at the Archaeology and Anthropology event referred to earlier. It replaced the Hood Room, now part of the Pusey House area, as the place where GB met, but also proved valuable for other meetings and for meals.  

Another part of the room reallocation resulting from the agreement with Pusey House was the move of the Van Heyningen Room from the first to the ground floor. This meant that it could be serviced by the Kitchens and used by the Master and Fellows for small lunches and dinners as well as for meetings of College committees. I was grateful to Ruth van Heyningen for supporting this change. 

As part of the agreement with Pusey House, the College continued its right to use the magnificent Pusey Library for entertaining (after due consultation with the Principal).

The former basement gym was converted into a television room for students and was named after Caroline Miles, a benefactor. Through the generosity of Margaret Yee, we were able to refurbish a guest room, the Crawford Miller Room. All rooms were regularly smartened up, and health and safety regulations observed.

Graduate affairs

For many students the Master is an important figure, and I relished my contacts with them. At the start of each Michaelmas term I met all new students individually for ten minutes having read their files. I was also involved with reading the files of all applicants to the College. Towards the end of my Mastership we decided to appoint a ‘professional’ Senior Tutor, Dr Jo Ashbourn, to oversee the admissions process. The College also established the Duncan Lowne Fund, named in memory of a graduate student who was struck down by a brain tumour, for the support of research and academic related travel by students reading Engineering or Materials. We also launched the Robin and Nadine Wells Scholarship. This Scholarship, worth £5,000 each year, is open to students from all subject areas and provides financial assistance to an academically meritorious graduate student, who would not otherwise have the opportunity of continuing their education at Oxford University. The award was offered thanks to the generosity of Alumnus Robin Wells (1993, MSt Ethnology & Museum Ethnography) and his wife Nadine. In 2011 the College was delighted to award the inaugural Hélène La Rue Scholarship in Music, established in memory of a very popular fellow who died while in post. 

The number of students we took each year more or less doubled in my time (from 109 in 2003 to 211 in 2011), and although some fellows were concerned this might make the College too large and impersonal, this proved not to be the case. Indeed, it created a critical mass for colloquia, sports teams, halls and dinners that added to the vibrancy of the College. The added income was also welcome. Initially we probably took too many students reading for Masters degrees, but we sought to take a higher proportion of doctoral students in later years. From 2008 onwards we provided some scholarships in archaeology and sociology to encourage doctoral applications. 

Having come from an undergraduate college, where Saturday nights (and many others) were scenes of drunken orgies, I was pleasantly pleased by the general sobriety and discipline of our students. There was only one of them who caused me grief, though we never met face to face, and he was subsequently expelled from the University (without any involvement on my behalf). I think he also spent some time in a Penitentiary on the other side of the Atlantic. The quality of the committee members of the student body was high, and they were supportive rather than disruptive.  

Accommodation for students

The College, as it grew, was able to offer an ever diminishing proportion of accommodation to its students. The existing accommodation on the Central Site, in Wellington Square, in Bradmore Road, and at the Annexe on S Cross Road, was plainly insufficient. Thus in 2009/10 we bought 5 Coolidge Close near to the Churchill Hospital and 27 Rippington Drive which is near to the John Radcliffe Hospital. These were thought to provide convenient accommodation for medical students, who often could not come into central Oxford. In 2011 we obtained a lease on c 50 study bedroom in Stonemason house in Cowley. Prior to that we had tried to acquire dedicated rooms at the Castle Mill development, but the University was unwilling to help us in that way, and that option, fortuitously as it turned out in the light of subsequent controversies, failed. I also applied to the University for a long-term, low-interest loan to build on the Central Site, for which detailed plans had been developed by Oxford Architects, but after written expressions of support from the Vice-Chancellor, the Registrar, the Land Agent and the Pro-Vice Chancellor responsible for planning and resources, the University turned us down. The seed had been sown, however, and a loan was achieved by my successor.
Finances

The College’s finances were expertly handled by the Bursar, Finance Committee and the Investment Committee. During the course of the year, 2008/9 the Investment Sub-Committee of the Finance Committee recommended to the Governing Body that the College should transfer the endowment to Oxford University Endowment Management. This proposal was approved and the transfer took place at the end of June. 

Entertaining

A Master eats and drinks for the College. I greatly enjoyed the Founders Feast, held each November, at which I had to give a ‘state of the union address.’ At the Founders’ Feast on Friday 26th November 2004, we were delighted to welcome the new Chancellor of the University, Lord Patten of Barnes, as guest of honour. I tried to attend all Tuesday halls and all guest nights. Rather few fellows attended Hall, notable exceptions being Jim Williamson and Diarmaid MacCulloch, though the numbers of students attending gradually increased, especially for our many themed evenings such as Burns Night and Thanksgiving.  At Hall I nearly always recited the first grace, but often asked a student or a visitor to say the second grace. I normally went to the Bar before dinner. In contrast to many colleges, the number of guest nights increased due to demand. A major factor in this was the excellent quality of the food and wines, and the friendliness and efficiency of the kitchen and waiting staff.  In addition, my wife and I held dinners in the Lodgings for all new students, having c 20 at a time. The food was provided by the kitchens. When the numbers of students grew, this became impossible, and the dinners were then held in Hall. 

THE CHINA CENTRE – 2011 to 2013

The China Centre was launched in 2008 by the Chancellor of the University, Lord Patten of Barnes. The purpose of the Centre is to enable Oxford to give greater coordination and effectiveness to Oxford’s research and teaching communities on China, provide a location in which they can develop new ideas and approaches, and enable the wider academic community, the public in the UK, and in the world beyond to recognize and draw on the critical mass of knowledge on China that has developed at Oxford.
Its first home was in a Victorian house owned by St Hugh’s at 74 Woodstock Road and was on a rent free basis. Its first Director was Professor Frank Pieke, Fellow of St Cross. However, when he took up a post in Leiden, a new Director was required. Thus in the autumn of 2010 I was approached by the then Principal of St Hugh’s, Andrew Dilnot, to see whether I would take on the post. He felt that notwithstanding my lack of knowledge of China, I had the seniority and knowledge of the college, faculty and divisional structures in Oxford to play the role. It was also apparent that because of certain tensions between China experts within the university, somebody relatively neutral might be more acceptable to a wide constituency. There was some weariness at Divisional level with the factionalism of some of those working on China and the perceived slow rate of progress since 2008 which this had caused. I accepted his invitation and was appointed at a Professorial level on a one day per week basis, starting on January 1st, 2011.  My salary was paid by St Hugh’s and not by the University. This appointment was given some urgency because of the success that St Hugh’s College had achieved in raising funding. Hong-Kong based philanthropist Dickson Poon CBE, donated £10 million to St Hugh’s to name a dedicated new building for the study of China at the University of Oxford. The new building was to be called the Dickson Poon China Centre Building.  The 6,600 sq.m construction would be built over five floors and would be based within the grounds of St Hugh’s off Canterbury Road, and would be completed in the spring of 2014. It was hoped that the location together in one building dedicated to the study of China would end the artificial division between social scientists and humanists that had emerged in the past decade at Oxford.  While maintaining their own autonomy, each grouping would also be able to make the most of opportunities to work with other colleagues with a China interest.
There were at least twelve very serious issues that had to be addressed as a matter of some urgency.  First, it was clear that a formal legal agreement would have to be reached between the College and the University. Would the Nissan Centre agreement be a suitable model? Second, the position of the Centre within the University would need to be clarified. Should the China Centre come under the aegis of the Social Sciences Division or the Humanities Division, and, if the latter, should it report to the Oriental Faculty? Dame Jessica Rawson did not feel that the Oriental Institute would be an appropriate home. Moreover, initially, neither Division seemed particularly anxious to take on the role. Third, did the academics with Chinese interests actually believe in the need for a China Centre, or was it, as one Head of Oriental Studies stated, ‘a distraction’? Would academics from the Chinese Studies Institute in Walton Street wish to move? Some, including Laura Newby, stated they did not wish to. Fourth, where would the new Centre get its budget? It would need funds to be a success and thus would need the support of the University’s Development Office, without, however, cutting across the bows of St Hugh’s which was also short of funds for the completion of the new building. Fifth, what would be the role of the Estates Directorate in the new building project? Sixth, what administrative support would be required for the new building project and where should it come from? Seventh, what should be the size of the budget and what items needed to be covered? Eighth, who would pay for and organise the move to the new building? Ninth, what should be the Centre’s mission? Tenth, would Bodley’s Librarian, Dr Sarah Thomas, agree that the Centre should house a dedicated library, without which the humanities academics would not entertain a move? This was by no means a certainty, as the University policy was to try and reduce the number of devolved libraries.  Eleventh, what facilities besides the Library should exist within the Centre and how might space be allocated? Finally, there would need to agree the composition of a Management Committee to advise the Director on the running of the Centre, and also, possibly, a need for a high level Advisory Board.

Initially to address these issues I took various steps. I held an open briefing session in St Cross with all academics to canvass views.  Secondly, Andrew Dilnot and I made an approach about the library to Sarah Thomas. Thirdly, I had discussions with key individuals, including the Heads of Division (Roger Goodman and Shearer West), the Head of the Oriental Faculty, leading academics, including Laura Newby and Jessica Rawson, the Bursar and the Head of Development at St Hugh’s, the Estates Directorate, the International Office, and the Said Business School.  I consulted the Chancellor and the Development Office about possible membership of the Advisory Board and I approached an alumna of Lady Margaret Hall to make a substantial donation to support the Language Laboratory. In addition, Professor Rana Mitter, Director designate, kindly consulted widely within Oriental Studies and acted as a conduit for concerns. However, in due course it became clear that we would need to establish a Working Party to take things forward in an inclusive and transparent manner, with representatives from the College, the Estates Directorate, the Social Science and Humanity Divisions, the Oriental Faculty, the academic community more generally, Legal Services and the University Development Office. The first meeting of this group was held on 1st February, 2012 and its last meeting, under my Chairmanship was in the summer of 2013. It was most efficiently serviced by a succession of Secretaries provided by the Humanities Division and most of the dozen issues that had faced us were addressed and resolved satisfactorily. Thereafter, its business was transferred to a Management Committee and Rana Mitter, like his two predecessors a Fellow of St Cross, took over as the third Director in September 2013. The building was opened by HRH Prince William.

SUMMARY OF CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

First professional Pro-Vice Chancellor in Oxford University

President of the University Development Programme – raised c £67 m in under 3 years

Set up Environmental Change Unit in 1991 and developed strategy for new OU Centre for the Environment

Ran School of Geography – top rank in three RAEs - for a total of 12.5 years

First professional geographer to head an Oxford college

Major role in a large number of University Committees and in University Museums

Large numbers of papers (over 280) and books (over 50) for which awarded Oxford DSc

Successful college tutor at Hertford – good record of firsts over many years and lots of good graduate students

Role as a Director of Nuclear Electric PLC
Local involvement: Chairman of Oxford Inspires and President of Oxfordshire Branch of the CPRE

Involvement with many learned societies, including RGS (Hon. Sec. and Vice-President), BGRG (Hon. Sec. and Chairman), British Association (President of Section E), IBG (Council), British Academy (member of BASIS), Centenary President of the Geographical Association, and very frequent lecturer to GA branches, etc.
President of the International Association of Geomorphologists

Honorary Fellow of Hertford College and St Cross College
Gold medals from RGS and the Royal Scottish Geographical Society.
Doubled the size of St Cross College while Master

President of the British Institute in Eastern Africa

Director of the China Centre, charged with bringing a £22 million project to fruition in 2013.

APPENDIX 1.

A STRATEGY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 

MAY 2003
A.S. GOUDIE

1.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Oxford University Centre for the Environment (OUCE) is designed to build on the inherent interdisciplinarity of the Geography Department, the Environmental Change Institute and Transport Studies Unit to form a world class environmental research and educational hub that straddles the natural and social sciences. Vitally, it will facilitate and stimulate interdisciplinary collaboration with other Departments and Divisions. The opportunity to create OUCE arose because of the vacating of the Dyson Perrins Building by the Department of Chemistry.  The School of Geography and Environment was awarded the bulk of space in this building for the creation of the Centre by Council and Congregation during 2002.

The strategic plan for the new OUCE has three parallel elements:

1. Research excellence in core disciplines, creating the potential for the School of Geography and Environment to achieve a 5*/5 RAE rating by 2007/08 through the establishment of a new and expanded leadership in fundamental and applied research grounded in the natural and social sciences; improving facilities for, and output of, promising young academic staff.

2. A world-class international environment graduate school, (by 2005/06) to exploit the rapidly growing demand from extremely well-qualified and motivated international students and mid-career professionals (our first Masters Course is already a world-leader and the new course that started in October 2002 is already proving itself in the same fashion.).

3. UK Leader in Honours Course in Geography, recognising both the core value of undergraduate teaching in geography itself and its unique relevance to a multidisciplinary Centre for the Environment.

This proposal by the School of Geography and Environment is a fundamental enabling element in a major strategic plan for Oxford to exploit the burgeoning demand for high quality interdisciplinary research and international graduate education in the environment and sustainable development. The plan seeks to promote the University as a leading world player in the environment, and to build quickly upon significant growth already achieved.  Fundamental to the plan is the creation of this new and substantial University Centre for the Environment (OUCE).  The OUCE can act as one base for innovative cross-departmental collaborative and interdisciplinary research, mobilising the immense capability of the University in environment and sustainable development, and positioning it to benefit from increasingly large and new national and international funding streams.

2.
RESEARCH
The principal objective of OUCE’s research programme is to make distinctive contributions to environmental understanding, the management of environmental risk, and to sustainable development.

Within this objective the characteristics which OUCE will seek are:

· To be issue-led, and in this context priority research themes will be biodiversity; climate; economics and transport; land and water management; and nature and society.  
· To organise research so as to stimulate interaction between physical, natural, and social scientists.

· To work in partnership with others in Oxford and beyond, including outside the research community. 

· To emphasise the translation of research insights into practical and policy solutions which can be applied in the real world.

· To undertake research at global, regional, and local scales.  

· To recognise the extraordinary breadth of the intellectual challenge within environmental research, and the innovative demands this places upon research management and research initiatives.   

· To achieve a broad range of funding from governments, research councils, international agencies, business, and philanthropic sources.

Priority Research Themes

The priority research themes chosen for OUCE represent major environmental issues faced by society to which OUCE can make a distinctive contribution based on the expertise in the Department of Geography, Environmental Change Institute, and Transport Studies Unit.  Furthermore, the themes enable and require inputs from and interaction between the physical, natural, and social sciences, one of the central aims of OUCE’s research philosophy.   Brief summaries of OUCE’s priorities within its major research themes are given below.

a)
Biodiversity
The distinctive areas of biodiversity research for OUCE will include spatial and temporal scale in ecology, and biodiversity conservation at the whole ecosystem level.  These areas seek to complement other work in the University, including, for example, single species ecology in Zoology, and microbial diversity in the Oxford Centre for Environmental Biotechnology. 

Scale in ecology: ecological and biogeographical phenomena have characteristic spatial and temporal signatures, and thus analysis of spatial and temporal scale is crucial to the development and application of ecological and biogeographical theory. Members of the group, which includes Rob Whittaker, Kathy Willis, Terry Dawson and Anna Lawrence, work on scale issues within island theory, diversity theory across both spatial and temporal scales, and within applied biogeography. 

Biodiversity conservation: there are several strands to our interest in conservation: first, a focus on insular systems and the effects of fragmentation; second, development of models of species movements in anthropogenic landscapes in response to climate and land-use change and their implications for conservation; third, a focus on policy issues integrating scientific and other insights into policy development. 

b)
Climate
The focus for climate research will be change and variability in the climate system on timescales from days to decades and centuries.  The existing Climate Research Group (CRG) works closely with the agenda-setting climate variability arm of the World Climate Research Programme and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and has a growing presence on world meteorological organisation seasonal forecasting efforts through the CLIPS Programme.

Datasets of past variability underpin much of the IPCC work on detection and attribution of climate change, and climate science in general.  Recent work on surface climate datasets has led to members of the CRG becoming contributors to the 2001 IPCC third assessment report.  Current research on the reconstruction and analysis of land-ocean precipitation will provide one of the advances in observed climate studies that contribute to the IPCC fourth assessment.

The CRG, which includes Richard Washington and Mark New, is becoming increasingly involved in the development of dust datasets.  Understanding the fate of dust aerosols is a key uncertainty in radiative forcing of climate change.  At Oxford we run global climate models in house and we undertake fundamental research into climate system processes to understand climatic variability. The CRG has recently developed a capacity for intrajectory modelling, which underpins future research into the dynamics of atmospheric dust movement and implementing a regional climate model.  

Adaptation to climate impacts is the focus of a second major area of climate activity, the co-ordination of the UK Climate Impacts Programme.  This Programme is a particular example for OUCE of the development of strategic research partnerships, engagement outside of the research community, and close involvement with setting research agendas.  
c)
Economics and Transport
There is significant interaction between the research interests under this theme and that of the Nature and Society theme.  Three areas which will define research activities in economics and transport are: business and strategic environmental management; energy policy; and transport systems.

In business and strategic environmental management, a key focus is corporate environmental risk, including environmental liability, and risk and change management. 

The prime interest in energy comes under the heading of Lower Carbon Futures (leader: Dr. Brenda Boardman), mostly focussing on UK and Europe.  Specific research topics include consumer behaviour and energy use, market transformation policy, equity and energy, fuel-switching to lower carbon sources, renewable energy, and carbon waste management.  

In transport, the focus is on the management and impact of transport systems (rather than technical issues).  Four topics characterise the research of the TSU, directed by John Preston.

1) demand and cost forecasting, and the development of a UK national transport model;

2) transport regulation;

3) direct impacts on the environment, including the mapping and geographical analysis of transport-related environmental hotspots; 

4) infrastructure and economic development, including for example house price relationships with transport factors and of the social and economic impacts of road user charging. 

d)
Dynamics of Landscape Evolution
Understanding the form of the Earth’s surface and the process shaping its evolution are fundamental driving issues in Earth and environmental sciences.  Understanding surface processes and evolution is also an essential requirement for sustainable development in many parts of the world.  Research in landscape evolution dynamics will involve several interrelated themes: (a) understanding the basic physical and chemical processes driving landscape change through a combination of field, experimental, laboratory, and modelling approaches; (b) documenting change in the geological past through the development and application of Optically Stimulated Luminescence (OSL) dating; (c) investigating the causes and consequences of land degradation via analysis of historical and contemporary case studies; and (d) discovering the outcomes of climatically and tectonically driven processes through the use of numerical models of sediment transport and landscape change, on scales ranging from years to geological time spans.

These research themes build directly on existing strengths in Oxford, and they afford ample opportunity for interdisciplinary research.  Particular capabilities include:

(i)
Luminescence Geochronology.  Oxford University hosts one of the world’s leading centres of research into optical dating methods.  It is directed by Stephen Stokes.  Optical dating represents the only generally applicable method for directly discovering the age of sedimentary deposits over a time window that spans the vast climate changes that occurred on the planet during the late Quaternary.  Luminescence geochronology provides crucial geohistorical data for testing models of land degradation, climate variability, and longer-term landform evolution.

(ii)
Computer Modelling of Erosion, Sedimentation and Landscape Evolution.  This is a relatively young and rapidly growing research field, led by Greg Tucker, that creates the opportunity to investigate patterns of erosion, sedimentation, and landform changes as a consequence of the fundamental driving forces, whether on the scale of rapid gullying and land degradation in areas such as northern China, or long-term evolution of mountain ranges.

(iii)
Weathering: Process and Product.  Oxford has long been known as a centre of excellence in research on chemical, physical, and biological weathering, and its role in both natural and built environments.  An understanding of the fundamental processes of weathering is needed both for managing the built environment, and for its fundamental role in the global carbon cycle.  Research into weathering dynamics is carried out using a combination of experimental, field, and theoretical methods, with leadership provided by Heather Viles and Andrew Goudie.

(iv)
Soil Erosion and Land Degradation.  Studies of historical and contemporary processes of soil erosion, land degradation, and their impacts on air and water quality provide a focal point for landscape dynamics research, and are complemented by state of the art techniques such as dust trajectory modelling.  The focus of this research area, led by John Boardman, spans both investigation of fundamental driving forces as well as applications.

There are synergies between these topic areas as well as with priority research themes.  For example, geochronology provides a crucial window on past dynamics of climate, environment, and landscape.  The data on rates of change that result from geochronological investigation provide crucial tests for models.  At the same time, the landscape evolution modelling activities provide natural links both with studies of land degradation and with interests in longer-term tectonic processes in the Department of Earth Sciences.

e)
Nature and Society
Research on nature and society will be driven by four interlinking topics and will involve a broad spectrum of human geographers, including Gordon Clark, Ceri Peach, Judith Pallot, Erik Swyngedouw, Maria Kaika and Jack Langton.

1)
The deep embedding of the environment within economic and cultural practices, which profoundly affects how societies value, manage, and respond to the changing environment.

2)
Human vulnerability and prosperity and the environment: societies at global, regional, and local scales are increasingly dependent upon the better long-term organisation and management of environmental systems including water and soil; agriculture and other common food and natural resources like fishing and forestry; waste and pollution.

3)
Urban environmental quality: global environmental quality is also an urban phenomenon - a lived experience common to the developed and less developed world, implicating urban infrastructure systems such as housing and transportation.  An integrated understanding of nature and society must take the urban realm very seriously.

4)
Environmental risk: changing global environmental conditions combined with increasing significance of global economic integration has introduced new kinds of risks into people’s everyday lives.  How these risks are managed, how the burdens of risk are distributed, and the spatial and temporal allocation of such risks are essential components in an integrated approach to nature and society.

These topics require broad expertise ranging from an appreciation of the historical and geographical development of environmental consciousness, ethics, and imagination to informed and specialised knowledge of urban systems, investment policies, and government regulation of corporate policies.

f)
The University of Oxford Centre for Water Research
The University of Oxford Centre for Water Research (OCWR) provides a focal point for developing a greater understanding of the key scientific as well as institutional issues, which underpin sustainable water use.  Entering the 21st century we are faced with severe water problems in the arid and semi-arid regions of the world where groundwater forms the main source of supply.  Falling water tables in many areas of the world testify to over-abstraction and also draw attention to the non-renewability of supplies.  In parallel, quality deterioration, especially salinisation and pollution, further reduce the overall reserves of freshwater.
The long-term goal must be to stabilise renewable water resources and enhance the quality of life for rural populations especially near desert margins with improved water use efficiency.  This presents a real challenge for the next two decades and beyond.  It requires improved assessment of the renewable water resources, their relationships to landscape change and degradation, and socio-economic adjustments especially in the agricultural use of water, as well as cultural change and a need for education and institutional development.  Integrated and imaginative solutions are therefore required which will avoid conflicts and promote sharing of water resources, or lead to a resolution of problems in areas already affected.

The Oxford Centre for Water Research, led by Esteban Castro, Rachael McDonnell, and Mike Edmunds, provides a focal point for developing a greater understanding of the key natural and social scientific as well as institutional issues, which underpin sustainable water use.  Through a network of experienced researchers from a range of disciplinary backgrounds, expertise is offered to address sustainable water resource problems.  This takes place through strategic and applied research, training, and fora for dialogue.

One key area of interest of the Centre is in ensuring water security in semi-arid regions such as the Sahel countries of Africa, including Nigeria, Senegal, Mali and Niger and similar areas where groundwater resources are under threat.  This is generally due to the small amounts of modern recharge and the reliance on non-renewable “fossil” water.  The focus of our work is on improved scientific understanding of the nature of the resource as an underpinning of policy decisions and in raising public awareness.  One such problem is in northern Nigeria where artesian waters, discovered in the 1960s are now in serious decline and the society needs to reconsider the use of traditional methods of water withdrawal enhanced by up-to-date approaches.

The OCWR is built around a group with a proven track record in a number of research areas.  The current expertise includes:

· Water resources in arid and semi-arid lands.  Renewable and non-renewable waters.  Recharge assessment.  Groundwater quality and palaeohydrology.

· Intergrated environmental impact assessment of water resources projects.

· Geochemical applications in water resource studies - isotopes and trace elements.

· The political economy and political ecology of water in emerging and developed countries and regions.

· Interrelations between governance, water policies, and citizenship rights.

· The interplay between environmental and socio-political change.

· Integrated environmental modelling and other GIS applications.

· Engineering solutions for sustainable development in China.

g)
African Environmental Centre
One aim of the OUCE is to establish an interdisciplinary centre of research dedicated to African Environments.  This will be both a network of scholars, that includes Pat Daley, Dan Brockington and Lindsey Gillson, to encourage the flow of ideas across disciplines, and a physical space within the OUCE, to provide a focus for interdisciplinary projects. While environmental problems in Africa are not unique, there are reasons for a regional focus.  First, African countries are, on a global scale, amongst the poorest, with a uniquely high proportion of their populations dependent on rural livelihoods.  Analysis of environmental change must come to terms with this social context.   Second, there are prominent aspects of African ecologies, such as debates over land degradation, the survival of a wide range of large mammal species and highly diverse ecosystems, which have important social causes and implications.  Third, the University has unusual strengths in African studies, dispersed over many departments, and excellent research resources.  In particular, the SoGE has a number of established experts in natural and social sciences exploring African environmental change in the past, present and future. Fourth, it will enhance existing collaboration between scholars from different disciplines around their shared regional research interest.

Understanding environmental processes and developing possible policy strategies to cope with change will need research into physical, ecological, social, economic and political issues, explored over a variety of spatial and temporal scales. An interdisciplinary approach is required in order to understand the true complexity of African environmental issues. Questions as diverse as deforestation, wildlife management, land degradation, clean water, and common pool resources will benefit greatly from shared expertise.

Our initial research theme will concern land degradation and resilience. Change in the natural environment is of critical importance to the livelihoods of Africans; it is integral to local natural resource management, government policy and donor funding. Understanding of environmental change on the continent in research and policy discourse has long been driven by assumptions of anthropogenic degradation. These assumptions are now widely questioned.  The challenge is to understand the interplay between ecological, climatic and social forces, working on different timescales, in order for our knowledge to move beyond the traditional narratives. To meet this challenge, the Centre’s research combines a unique and diverse range of expertise.  This includes long term ecological research; more recent environmental history; investigations of the impact of political systems; anthropological research on livelihood change, and extensive expertise on climate change and biogeochemical cycles. Current and planned projects include deforestation and land degradation in East and South Africa; conservation history and community management of natural resources in East and Southern Africa; forest history in central Africa; and sand dunes formation and dust storms in West Africa. Through projects such as these, the Centre will make an exciting and distinctive contribution to our understanding of African environments.

Requirements

Initially, the Centre would require:

1.
Rooms and IT resources to accommodate post-doctoral researchers, visiting fellows and ideally doctoral students, especially in their final year, when they might be exploring post-doctoral applications. 
2.
Funding for post-doctoral researchers building upon the lead provided by the Trapnell Fund.

3.
A travel budget for scholars attached to the Centre.

4.
Funding for workshops and seminars, building upon the existing African environmental research workshops, and including an interdepartmental seminar series.
5.
A co-ordinating group, representing different disciplines including sciences, social sciences and history, on which both tenured staff and post-docs should serve.  Links with senior colleagues are important to help provide direction and sponsor funding applications.
h. Enhancement of Research Laboratories and Technical Support
We propose priming the research laboratories of some of our best younger researchers in order to boost their research productivity. For this we bid for transitional technical support. After three years this support will be sustainable from the planned increased grants and overheads; otherwise it will be scaled back to an affordable level. The areas for development are Optical Dating, Biogeosciences and Conservation, and Geographic Information Systems.

· Optical Dating is a major new high-resolution technique for dating environmental change. It was originally developed in Oxford and we are pioneers in the techniques.  The School now has 4 post-doctoral researchers working in this area under the direction of Stephen Stokes and it is clear that with further support there is potential to raise income by providing a commercial dating service and, simultaneously, to increase the throughput of data for pure research purposes.

· Our initiative in Biogeosciences and Conservation links palaeoecology, geomorphology and conservation.  It aims to provide practical help to a range of organisations and businesses wishing to understand and manage their natural environment more effectively.  A research technician will provide skilled technical support for Drs. Willis, Viles, and Gillson both directly for consultancy and also for consultancy-related research.  The project is being developed with Oxford Consulting Limited. The development plan for these researchers and their laboratories envisages substantial academic benefit as well as considerable financial payback.

· Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are a major growth area with both considerable commercial applications and an ability to underpin research in a range of disciplines and sub-disciplines.  Our proposed development will build upon the expertise that has developed in Geocomputation in the School under the leadership of Greg Tucker.  The bid seeks technician and equipment support so that income can be generated from such sources as short courses associated with Continuing Professional Development. Again, the associated enhancement of facilities will greatly expand the potential scope and scale of fundamental research.
3.
INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE SCHOOL
OUCE will seek to create the world’s outstanding international graduate environmental programme as a very specific contribution to Oxford’s environmental initiatives.  

The programme will be based upon a suite of Masters courses, initially providing for up to 125 students, seeking to train a generation of professionals to play leading roles in the sustainable use of the Earth.  It will seek to play a leading role in stimulating a graduate environmental education initiative equivalent to the international MBA programme begun in the second half of the 20th Century.   Oxford will aim to create this programme in partnership with a global consortium of strategically-placed universities.   

Oxford’s initial suite of Masters Courses will include: 

Course





Start Date
Target Student Nos.
Environmental Change and Management
1994


35
Environmental Geomorphology

             2000


  5

Nature, Society and Environmental Policy           2002
             30



Biodiversity & Conservation Management
2003


30

Water Science, Policy, & Management
             2004+


15



                                    Total 125
Oxford’s potential to establish a world-leading position on such a scale is based upon the internationally-acknowledged success of its Masters in Environmental Change and Management.  After only 6 years this has become the University’s most popular graduate science course, receiving nearly 300 high-quality applications a year from some 30-40 countries.  The course benefits from teaching input from a broad range of departments, and in many ways is a symbol of the cross-disciplinary strength in the environmental field which Oxford has. 

The courses will be characterised by a breadth of teaching, combining the physical, natural, and social sciences, and a strong international approach.  In this way they seek to compliment the specialist (often technical) courses taught at other universities. They will aim to train a new generation of environmentally-conscious decision-making leaders able to bring together the science of environmental change with a genuine understanding of how government, business, and civic institutions might respond.

The Masters programme will deliberately seek to integrate with OUCE research and environmental research elsewhere in Oxford.  The cross-disciplinary and issue-led training that the students will receive means that they will be a valuable resource for OUCE’s interdisciplinary research philosophy.

The Masters programme provides an important source of doctoral students.  SOGE already has the largest doctoral programme of any UK Geography department and this also is set to expand.

4. UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION: THE HONOURS SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY 

The Honour School of Geography, which was first examined in 1932, already provides a proven means for undergraduate teaching that involves the study of major issues relating to the human/environment relationships.

Its general papers address a wide range of issues, including the problems of developing particular biomes, the nature, causes and consequences of environmental changes, exploitation of resources, natural hazards, and major social trends.  In addition, there is a wide range of optional papers that deal with topics in great depth (e.g. arid zones, African environments, environmental geomorphology, etc.).

The current School teaches 100 undergraduates each year, i.e. 300 at any one time for the three-year course.
5. ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH

A defining feature of OUCE’s philosophy will be a commitment to extensive engagement with decision-makers in government, business, and civic society, to ensure the uptake and relevance of its work.  This engagement will be supported by, and will inform, an internal Oxford Environment network aimed at mobilising Oxford’s university-wide capability.  

The engagement and outreach programme will focus on four interlinked activities: strategic partnerships, dialogue, dissemination of knowledge, and promotion of Oxford’s environmental capability.  

Strategic Partnerships

The Environment and Sustainable Development issues are increasingly witnessing multi-sectoral ‘Type 2’ partnerships between government, business, and non-governmental organisations.   There is considerable potential benefit to Oxford from joining these partnerships with regard to impact and relevance of their work, and financial income.  OUCE will develop these partnerships with a view to building ongoing relationships.  

Dialogue

The complexity of environmental problems and their solutions, and the involvement of so many sectors of society is requiring a considerable amount of ongoing dialogue.  Oxford (along with other universities) enjoys a powerful reputation for integrity and authority and is seen as an ‘honest broker’.  OUCE will seek to enhance, for example, the programme of dedicated discussions led by the Green College Centre for Environmental Policy and Understanding, in addition to, for example, encouraging multi-sectoral workshops and the like within relevant research projects.

Dissemination and synthesis of knowledge

Market research shows that many audiences are still seeking authoritative and impartial environmental knowledge, made available in an accessible and intelligible way.  This demand extends from ‘public understanding of science’ initiatives to specialist briefings for single clients.  Oxford is extremely well placed to deliver such knowledge, yet has hardly begun – as an institution - to exploit this opportunity, including its potential for income generation.  

Promotion of Oxford’s environmental capabilities

Universities are institutionally absent from the environment arena, compared to governments, business, and non-governmental organisations.  There is an enormous opportunity for ‘first movers’ among the world’s leading universities in promoting their environmental credentials.  The Oxford Environment brochure is a first step in the University being more pro-active.  OUCE will co-ordinate a strategic effort to build upon this, in partnership with the University’s leadership and other departments.     

Oxford Environment Network

The running of an Oxford Environment network recognises that Oxford’s extraordinary university-wide environmental activity could be further stimulated by a dedicated effort to enhance contact and interaction between departments, and improve the University’s awareness of the external environmental agenda and the needs of decision-makers.  It will also improve Oxford’s ability to bid for major interdisciplinary funding opportunities (such as the recent UK Climate Change Centre). 

6.
THE DYSON PERRINS BUILDING
a)
The need for space

The refurbished Dyson Perrins building provides an opportunity for the SOGE to:

1.
Develop its International Graduate School of Masters and Doctoral Students and to provide them with facilities of a world class standard, both collectively (lecture and seminar rooms) and individually (desk space).  The additional space needs resulting from the expansion in graduate numbers from 145 to 230 will be in the order of 230m2.

2.
Develop its capability to house the increasing number of post-doctoral researchers that are resulting from the sharp increase in outside research grant applications and successes.

3.
Develop an integrated Environment Library, integrating the SOG, ECI, TSU and Bodleian map room collections.

4.
Develop important new interdisciplinary research clusters in:

· African Environments

· Water

b)
Library and Information Centre

OUCE will contain a major library, information and information technology teaching facility created by bringing together the libraries of the Department of Geography, the Transport Studies Unit and the Environmental Change Institute, and some elements from elsewhere in the OU Library System (OULS), including some elements of the Bodleian Geography Reading Room.

The Geography library is the largest departmental geography library in the UK, with 150,000 volumes and pamphlets, a map collection of 60,000 sheets and 200 journal titles. 

Over the last 5 years greater emphasis has been placed on improving access to the collections and providing better reader services which have benefited the research environment.   The creation of a new centre will enable major enhancements to the service, particularly in information technology provision. 

A particular feature of the new Library and Information centre will be the provision and management of up-to-date magazines, popular reports and other forms of ‘grey literature’ which characterise the fields of environmental and sustainable development information.

c)
The allocation of space
The School has completed a draft outline for the use of the space in the Dyson Perrins building.  The basic concepts have been to provide: 

1.
Independent Headquarter administration space for the School, the ECI and the TSU.

   2.
Space dedicated to particular research groups so that staff and graduates are in close proximity to the facilities they require.

3.
Library space that can be assessed independently of the rest of the building.
4.
New Laboratory facilities.

5.
Accommodation for an increased number of post-doctoral staff.

6.
Accommodation for the increased graduate body in the new International Graduate School.

7.
Accommodation for the undergraduate school.

8.
Accommodation for new interdisciplinary teams, as in African Environments and in Water.

9.
Accommodation for new Professors and their research groups.
d)
Cost

The University has already allocated £2 million towards the refurbishment of the site.  This includes an element for decontamination.  Without further input from the University Surveyor it is difficult to predict the total cost of refurbishment, but it is likely that a further £2 to £3 million is required.

7.
PROGRESS TOWARDS DEVELOPING THE STRATEGY

· We have restructured our entire teaching effort and invested in Course Co-ordinators to establish the new broad Masters School. We have invested in a Course Co-ordinator for the forthcoming MSc in Biodiversity, Conservation and Management.
· We have reduced the undergraduate teaching load by streamlining core course lectures and options in the Final Honour School, using more small group teaching, and employing more post-graduate assistants.  We have invested in an Academic Officer to take over many duties including time-tabling, open days, examination organization, teaching web site design, etc. to relieve academic staff of such tasks.

· We have increased the number of our MSc courses from 2 to 3, and our intake from 40 to 67 with effect 1 October 2002.  Our fourth course has already been approved and advertised in the University Postgraduate Prospectus for commencement in October 2003 with target intake of 20 in year 1.  The fifth has been designed using a charitable donation to ECI for start in October 2004.

· We have greatly increased our externally funded research. Over the period 1st October 2001 to 30th September 2002, 86 research grant applications totalling £13.67 m were submitted, of which 32 have already been successful, bringing £3.6 million of research income to the School.  This is a remarkable development in historical terms (see attached table).

· 4 professorships (Environmental Science, Physical Geography, Environmental Policy and Human Geography) are being advertised, to be filled with effect October 2003, from funds liberated by retirement of senior staff, and by termination of fixed term posts that are not aligned to the plan.

· Two short-term research posts are being funded from charitable donations to the ECI, to increase the applied research base in integrated fashion involving both ECI and Geography staff.

· The increases in research turnover and the growth in postgraduate numbers are solving our recurrent financial deficit.

8.
LONGER TERM DEVELOPMENT NEEDS
The attached table indicates the longer-term development needs of the OUCE, divided into annual, 5-year and endowment costs and classified into teaching, research, international partnerships, cross-departmental research programmes, and engagement and communication.  Refurbishment costs for the DP site are of more immediate concern and have not been included here.  These development needs will be he subject of a future fund-raising campaign that will be led by Lord Holme of Cheltenham.  

1.
Research leaders in key themes: Water, Climate, Environmental Economics, Environment and Development, Environmental Ethics, Biodiversity (six posts)
	Annual
	5 year Cost
	Endowment

	450k
	2340k
	15750k


2.
Teaching
Scholarship Programme for International Graduate School

	
	Annual
	5 year Cost
	Endowment

	UK (10 studentships)
	100k
	520k
	3500k

	Overseas (20 studentships)
	300k
	1560k
	10500k


3.
International Partnerships
	
	Annual
	5 year Cost
	Endowment

	Visiting Fellowships (5)
	250k
	1300k
	8750k

	Field research fund
	100k
	520k
	3500k

	Developing country research trainee programme
	50k
	260k
	1750k


4.
Cross departmental research programme
	
	Annual
	5 year Cost
	Endowment

	Environmental office
	100k
	520k
	3500k


5.
Engagement/Communications
	
	Annual
	5 year Cost
	Endowment

	Oxford Environment promotion
	25k
	130k
	75k

	Major conferences
	100k
	520k
	3500k

	Internet projects
	200k
	1040k
	7000k


9.
MANAGEMENT

With effect from 1st October 2003 the Head of the School of Geography and the Environment will be Professor Gordon Clark.  He will be the head of the OUCE.  The International Graduate School will be directed by one of the new Professors.  The TSU will continue to be directed by Dr. J. Preston, and the ECI will be managed by the new Director and Professor of Environmental Science.  The External Advisory Board will continue to be chaired by Professor Goudie, Master Designate of St. Cross (w.e.f. 1st October 2003).
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